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AVON ORGANIC GROUP – DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2012
Newsletter Summer 2012 - Winter 2012
Growing organic gardens, allotments, and community orchards – 
local food action since 1984
Natural gardening – nurtures soil and soul – is good for wildlife and biodiversity – cuts our food miles and makes better use of scarce resources.
Avon Organic Group has promoted organic growing since 1984.  Our long-standing members are a rich source of information and support to first-time gardeners and allotment holders – together we can turn Bristol into an edible urban garden.  All are welcome to find out more at our meetings:
Hamilton House, 80 Stokes Croft, Bristol BS1 3QY - 7.30 – 9.30 pm

Admission:  Members or unwaged Visitors £1, Visitors £3 

(Higher fees may be charged for special events) 

Membership Fee £10 p.a.  £9 Concessions: £13 family

AOG CONTACT:   website:  www.groworganicbristol.org
This is a new website very kindly set up and run by Mark Pearson.  If you have any items or photos which you would like to contribute please get in touch with Mark at the website address who will be very pleased to receive them.
Helen McCreadie: Membership Secretary: 49 Sloan Street, Bristol  BS5 7AD Tel: 0117 939 5732  

Chair: Shannon Smith Tel: 0117 3731587

Secretary: Anne Withers [annewithers@blueyonder.co.uk] Tel: 0117 9522758
Treasurer: Veronika Taylor [ika_kaprun@yahoo.co.uk
*************************************************************************************************************
As long serving members of the Group, Hilary Holmes and June McDermont, have retired as Chairman and Membership Secretary, to be replaced by Shannon Smith and Helen McCreadie.  June has always been one of the first to volunteer when needed – replacing Carol as Secretary and carrying on her work as Membership Secretary at the same time.  We owe a debt of gratitude for their contributions to the Group and would like to take this opportunity of also thanking them most sincerely for all their efforts.
A warm welcome to Mark Pearson for volunteering to take on the website and Ashlea Taylor for volunteering to take on the job of publicity from Jenny Hoadley who has been managing the publicity very ably – many thanks Jenny for all your hard work.
Our meeting on the 1st February welcomed Robin Morris from the Yatton Area Bee Project who gave us an introduction to the different types of bee we find in our garden, ways we can encourage them plus a different aspect to keeping honeybees!  His approach is very different from the traditional way we think of keeping bees – much more user and bee friendly - his follow up workshop is more in depth, entitled “So you want to keep bees” and is designed to “help folk decide for themselves where on the ‘natural’ or bee-friendly scale they want to be - Contact for Robin is 01934 876275 – YABeeP@gmail.com
YABeeP website: http://yabeep.blogspot.com/  
OTHER EVENTS ON IN BRISTOL:
HARBOURSIDE FESTIVAL – 20th – 22nd July 2012 
AOG FARMERS’ MARKET STALL – CALLING ALL MEMBERS!  
The stall is located in the Bristol Farmers Market in Corn Street (Central Bristol) and the dates for our stalls this year are:-

Wednesdays – 11th July: 15th Aug: 5th Sept: 26th Sept  -  between 8.30 a.m. and 3.30 p.m.

If you can help or would like to find out more, please contact: Deb Chapple tel: 0117 9600 899

OPEN GARDENS: – There is a chance to see gardens in Bishopston on Sunday, 15th July between 2 p.m. and 5 p.m.  One charge will cover all four gardens at 30, Berkeley Road, 7a, 67 and 74 Egerton Road.  Details of charges: £3 for all 4 gardens - 4 gardens and a cup of tea and a slice of cake will only set you back a fiver! We hope you can make it! 

The proceeds go to the Friends of Bristol University Botanic Garden.

TRIPS INFORMATION:

1
A midsummer guided tour around Tyntesfield walled garden has been arranged with the Head Gardener for Friday, 20th July – 6.30 p.m. – 8.30 p.m.  The National Trust has restored the wonderful walled gardens at Tyntesfield House (near Nailsea) and we should be able to see the vegetable, fruit and flowers produced for the on site cafe.  There is a pretty little orangery which has now been put to rights. It should be an interesting visit. The charge for the group is £30, so the more we have in the group the cheaper it is for the individual!  Can any members who are interested in going on a Group trip/shared car trip, kindly contact Anne Withers so that transport can be arranged.  

2
Holt Farm (home of Yeo Valley organic dairy) has a 5 acre garden near Blagdon Lake.  It is open the first Sunday of the month from June to September 2-5 pm with teas available.  Entrance £5 per adult, children free.  They are also open on the first Sunday of July, August and September.   Any members interested – please contact the Membership Secretary.    
2
Barrington Court (National Trust) which has a fantastic kitchen garden, lovely flower borders and largely organic restaurant. Can any members who are interested in going on a Group trip/shared car trip, kindly contact Anne Withers.
3
Ryton Gardens – home of Garden Organic. Can any members who are interested in going on a Group trip/shared car trip, kindly contact Anne Withers.
4
Botanic Garden’s Festival Weekend – 8 and 9th September 2012 – 10.00 – 5 p.m.  A celebration of bees, honey and vegetables   Throughout the weekend there will be tours of the garden, bee-keeping demonstrations, tastings, plant sales, teas, etc.  For further information please contact Alice Maltby at Email:  alice.maltby@btopenworld.com 
This year has been a very challenging one for growers – high winds, heavy rain, compacted earth – a need to look at ways of combating the weather.  I have found that fleece has been a saving factor in many raised beds with seedlings, protecting from heavy rain, hot, drying sunshine and gusting winds.  If you have other good ideas for protecting your precious plants please share them with the rest of us so that we can all benefit from one another’s efforts.  

ANNUAL SEED ORDER 2012
Get up to 30% off seeds and 15% off most sundries by ordering through AOG’s Group Seed Order from “The Organic Gardening Catalogue”.

[for members who are online you can browse the catalogue online at www.organiccatalog.com but to get the group discount the order has to go through AOG]

We usually get the maximum discount – the larger our order, the better the discount.  

Please support AOG’S Seed Order.

(NB “Garden Organic” also benefits from our order)

SEED ORDER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

3rd OCTOBER 2012 MEETING:  Catalogues and “special” order forms should be available to collect (or by post from Helen)

7th NOVEMBER 2012 MEETING: Helen will be collecting up your completed order forms and cheques.   Please make cheques payable to “Avon Organic Group and pay the full amount for your order – your discount will be repaid to you with your order.

6th FEBRUARY 2013 MEETING: Your order should be ready for you to collect.  If you can’t collect your order in person, please either let Helen know beforehand or, if possible, arrange for someone to collect on your behalf.      Thanks.     

Ffi  contact – Helen McCreadie, 49 Sloan Street, Bristol BS5 7AD Tel: 0117 939 5732  
